
 

 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

This is my last President’s Message.  As my predecessors all told me, the year really 
did go fast.  It was such an honor to serve CCMFOA as President.  I would highly rec-
ommend it to everyone.   

The year has definitely provided some memorable moments for me, so I want to share 
some of the highlights. 

In March, on ListServ, (some of you may remember reading this), the Mayor of Al-
toona sent an email introducing the new Altoona City Clerk.  Up to their hiring of the 
new Clerk, the Mayor was filling in handling the Clerk’s duties.  He stated that he had 
a new respect for all of the City Clerks across the state.  “You have a job that I am not 
sure I would want to do for very long.  You have to put up with not only the citizens of 
the community, but the Mayor and council members – and those change frequently, 
meaning you have to do a lot of training so they can fully understand what their roles 
and duties are.”   

It felt good to have someone recognize the role of the City Clerk and how much we 
do. 

In May, the Board of County Commissioners for Johnson County planned to issue a 
proclamation for Municipal Clerks Week, and I was asked to accept the proclamation 
and make some remarks.  Several of the County Commissioners are former mayors 
and I was told after the meeting that the commissioners were pleased they sponsored 
the proclamation, adding how much they appreciated the services of their Clerks when 
they were serving at the city level. 

Also in May, I attended the International Institute of Municipal Clerks Conference in 
Reno, Nevada.  For those who have not had an opportunity to attend the international 
conference, the Opening Ceremony includes a parade of flags from all 50 states and 
the member international countries.  I felt very proud to carry in the Kansas flag rep-
resenting CCMFOA of Kansas. 

In October at the League meeting, I presented the Clerk of the Year Award to Lana 
McPherson from De Soto.  I know how deserving of the award that Lana is and it was 
very special to be able to present the award to her. 

During Institute, the CCMFOA President gets to “play the mayor” during the Capstone 
session.  We had some really engaged members of the Year 3 class and some very 
interesting case studies.  I truly enjoyed that role-playing experience and that was 
another highlight for me. 

I hope everyone will consider what they can offer to CCMFOA, serving on committees 
or the board of directors or the executive board.  There is some work involved, espe-
cially in the Secretary and Treasurer positions, but you learn so much about your As-
sociation, fellow members and about yourself.  Serving is truly a rewarding experi-
ence. 

Spring Conference is coming up on March 16-18, 2011.  The theme is “There’s No 
Place Like “City Hall.”  We have a really good lineup of sessions and speakers.  This is 
information you need to do your job!  The Vendor Fair is on Wednesday.  Be sure to 
visit the vendors.  You may not need some of the services now, but you might in the 
future.  We are going to the Mosley Street Theatre for the Thursday evening social 
event.  Be sure to indicate on your registration form if you plan to attend so we re-
serve enough seats.  I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the Conference. 
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 Spring Conference coming in March   

 

 Professional speakers on humor and inspiration will be featured at the 61st annual CCMFOA Spring Confer-
ence, March 16 to 18 at the Marriott Hotel, Wichita.  More than 25 sessions are scheduled. 

Conference theme is “There’s no Place Like City Hall.”   Sessions topics are humor in the workplace, business account 
e-fraud, delivering services to Non-English speaking populations. 

 Disaster recovery plans, Environmental Finance Center tools and resources, employee personnel manuals, 
security in the workplace,  searching for disaster recovery funds, armchair yoga, achieving results without authority. 

 Budgeting, IRS technical training, managing personnel files, League of Kansas Municipalities City Clerks man-
ual, Kansas legislative update, inspiration and “life’s lessons.” 

 Roundtable topics are sales tax, KPERS, Alcoholic Beverage Control, State employee health plan, social me-
dia, League of Kansas Municipalities Governing Body Handbook, finding financial assistance including grants, and the 
municipal bond market. 

 The Clerk of the Year Award will be presented.  Regional meetings and an orientation for first-time attendees 
are scheduled. 

 Thursday night’s entertainment will be the Mosley Street Melodrama in Wichita’s Old Town.  

Conference registration is $270. 

 Watch the CCMFOA list serve, the CCMFOA Web site and your mail for more information.  For additional in-
formation, contact Gayle Martin, CCMFOA Education Director, gayle.martin@wichita.edu, (316) 978-6541. 

 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow Officers, the Board of Directors, and all the Committees for 
their work during this past year.  We have made a good team.  A special “thank you” to Gayle Martin, CCMFOA 
Institute Director, for her work in coordinating our programs and to Elizabeth Kelley, Assistant City Clerk, for her 
help when I “had too much on my plate” or had to be out of the office. 

Finally, I want to close with two quotes that really define the role of City Clerks.  The first one I received recently 
from Lana McPherson from her City Administrator, Pat Guilfoyle, regarding what we should always be aware of as 
city clerks.  “Be a listener only, keep within yourself, and endeavor to establish with yourself the habit of 
silence, especially in politics.”  That is really valuable as we hold our city elections this spring and anytime there 
are contentious city issues. 

The second quote is from the IIMC News Digest message from Mary Lynn Stratta, former IIMC President.  It is so 
very true and makes me proud to be a Clerk.  “There isn’t anything that occurs within our municipal 
organizations that we are not a part of—we either record it, archive it, prepare it, post it, publish it, 
enroll it, report it, facilitate it, organize it, handle it, manage it or lead it.” 

That really says it all. 

Marian Cook 

CCMFOA President 
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LETTER TO THE CLERKS 
      
 

 

 

My Fellow Clerks, I appreciate the opportunity to address you in this edition of the  
WINGS newsletter.  I want to sincerely thank the City Clerks and Municipal Finance Offi-
cers Association for the wonderful sendoff I received last March at the Clerk’s conference.  
When I was asked by President Cheri Peine to emcee the banquet I had no idea that the 
last item on the agenda would end up being a testimonial to me and my career.  Although it is very flat-
tering to have 14-15 people speak about you, it is also embarrassing and I am sure I was like a lot of 
you in the audience wondering when it was all going to end.  Thank you all very much for your kind 
words and good wishes for my retirement which took place officially on March 17, 2010. 

This caused me to reflect back on my career.  Upon graduation From Wichita State I worked for six years 
in the criminal justice court system.  In 1982 I became the Deputy City Clerk of Kansas City, KS my 
home town and in 1985 City Clerk.  I started attending conferences and was amazed by the camaraderie 
of my fellow clerks.  In 1988 I was nominated for the position of Secretary/Treasurer.  Shortly before 
taking office both persons nominated for President and Vice President left employment with their respec-
tive cities and suddenly I was CCMFOA President and had never even served on the Board of Directors!  
To top it all off KPERS legislation was enacted which established a short window for people to retire with 
a very attractive incentive.  Just like that the “old guard” for lack of a better word, whom I admired and 
looked up to, was also gone.  Talk about a shocker!  But as Clerks do, we rallied together.  We broke new 
ground and steered CCMFOA into the future.  My very first order of business was to initiate a change in 
the bylaws to separate the Secretary/Treasurer position into two distinct offices in order to create more 
depth.  Another initiative was the creation of the WINGS newsletter which I would not have been able to 
accomplish without the assistance of Debbie Durler, City Clerk of Great Bend, and first editor in chief. 

Being thrown into that circumstance gave me the confidence to take on additional challenges.  I repre-
sented Kansas and Region VII on the IIMC Board of Directors, later running for 2nd Vice President and 
eventually moving up the chairs to IIMC President in 1995-96. I was proud to follow in the footsteps of 
Dorothy Soderblom of Hays, who served as IIMC President in 1985. 

I took to IIMC Kansas values of hard work, fiscal conservatism, teamwork, and good old common sense.  
CCMFOA gave me the tools to be successful.  The educational programs not only taught me how to be a 
Clerk, but also how to think, analyze, and solve problems.  Lee Martinez, City Clerk of Los Angeles, CA, 
once told me that the City Clerk is, “the most trusted person in municipal government” and I believe that 
to this day.  The politicians come and go but the Clerk is the backbone whom our citizens rely upon.   

Lastly I recently attended a 50th birthday party of a very good friend whose daughter managed to sur-
prise her by having both her family and her Clerk friends in attendance.  It struck me how fortunate we 
are to have both.  There is not a finer group of people to be associated with than Clerks.  You’re the best.  
The friendships I have made will forever leave their imprint on my soul. 

Sincerely, 

Tom G. Roberts 

Retired Unified Government Clerk, Wyandotte County/Kansas City, KS 
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City Clerks and Municipal Finance Officers Association 

Board of Directors Meeting 

June 24, 2010 

WSU Campus 

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. 

 

In attendance:  Marian Cook, Overland Park; Debra Mootz, Roeland Park; Gary Fees, Manhattan; Bobby Busch, Neo-
desha; Cheri Peine, Oswego; Deb Budig, Hill City; Sher Neufeld, North Newton, Kerry Benson, Beloit.  Donita 
Crutcher, Hoisington, and Brenda Davis, Scott City, were absent. 

 

Minutes of March 9, 2010 and March 11, 2010 – Minutes from the Board of Directors meeting March 9, 2010 
and the Business meeting March 11, 2010 were moved for approval by Cheri Peine, seconded by Bobby Busch and 
unanimously approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report dated May 31, 2010 – The Treasurer’s Report of May 31, 2010 was moved for approval by 
Debra Mootz, seconded by Deb Budig and unanimously approved. 

 

Committee Reports:   

Newsletter/Publicity  

David Bryant is working on the summer edition of the WINGS newsletter.  Any items should be submitted by July 1. 

 

Legislative Committee 

Stephen Powell reported that the committee met via conference call and discussed the new statewide smoking ban, 
texting ban and grant opportunities through the State Energy Office 

 

Manual & Bylaws 

There was no report. 

 

Historian/Archive 

There was no report. 

 

Hospitality Committee 

There was no report. 

 

Silent Auction/Promotional Sales 

Erica Jones has provided an article regarding the Silent Auction at the LKM Conference for the summer WINGS news-
letter.  She is asking for donations.  She is also asking for volunteers to help with the booth.  In addition, she is pro-
posing to purchase small padfolios and some other items. 

 

Membership/Mentoring/Regional Committee 

There was no report. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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IIMC Region VII Director Report: 

Jerry Lovett-Sperling reported that constitutional changes were presented at the IIMC Conference in Reno.  Those 
unable to attend were e-mailed ballots for ratification.   

 

Old Business: 

WSU Contract 

A new agreement with WSU 2010 to 2013 was approved through an e-mail vote to board members.  

ListServ 

The ListServ Policy was approved at the March meeting.   

Website 

The CCMFOA website has been updated.  A big thank you to Debra Mootz for her hard work in getting this accom-
plished. 

Prorated Fees for Spring Conference (attendance at less than the full Conference) 

There has been a request to have the fees prorated for the Spring Conference.  It was the consensus of the board to 
do this on a trial basis.  A “premium rate” will be charged for less than the full Conference.  We will need to identify 
full Conference attendees and use dots or color coding on the name badges for less than full Conference attendance. 

Retired Clerks Reunion 

Would like to keep the retired clerks involved and provide an avenue to allow them to get together.  This could be 
done at the spring conference in providing a room to meet and setting a date and time for this to occur. 

Program Budgets from WSU 

There will be a format provided to CCMFOA to show fund balance held by WSU at all times.  The need to promote the 
Institute with governing bodies was discussed with the respect that it is an efficient use of time and that it is a struc-
tured school format.  The 2010 budget projections for the Institute and Academy were reviewed as well as the 
evaluations. 

Strategic Plan 

The outline of the Strategic Plan was reviewed.  Priorities of that plan included:  1. Provide quality education pro-
grams - continue.  2. Expand membership. 3. Enhance existing representation on regional/international boards - 
continue. 4. One-clerk offices – challenge outside control of CCMFOA.  Major tasks were outlined under education, 
communication and structural. 

 

New Business: 

CCMFOA Budget 

A motion was made by Cheri Peine seconded by Gary Fees to approve the budget as presented.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  Discussion on how to grow the Memorial Fund took place.  More information will be sought on the en-
dowment fund through MCEF. 

Bylaws 

A motion was made by Cheri Peine seconded by Gary Fees to amend the Payment of Expenses for the Executive 
Committee Policy (President and Region VII IIMC Board of Directors) to include listing of the expenses covered which 
are:  1. Registration (excluding optional events including Academy Seminars, Athenian Dialogues, MCEF Walk, etc.), 
airfare, lodging and meals up to $2,000.  Motion passed unanimously. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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A second bylaw change was discussed concerning vacancies on the Executive Board/Officers.  An amendment will be 
drafted and considered at the October meeting.  This amendment to the Bylaws will require a 30 day notification pe-
riod prior to a vote by the membership during the Business meeting held at the 2011 Spring Conference. 

League of Kansas Municipalities/Board of Directors 

Brenda Chance currently fills a position on the LKM Board of Directors.  Her term will expire in October of this year.  
The term is a three year term that will expire in October of 2013 of which she is willing to serve again.  Any informa-
tion concerning City Clerks/Finance Officers and CCMFOA should be reported after meetings.  CCMFOA membership 
will also be notified as to when the next term expires giving other members opportunity to apply for appointment to 
the LKM Board.  A motion was made by Bobby Busch seconded by Cheri Peine to support Brenda Chance’s applica-
tion for reappointment to the LKM Board of Directors.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Performance Evaluation 

A performance evaluation, according to the contract with of the Center for Urban Studies, was handed to the board 
members to complete and return to President Cook.  The responses/ratings would be compiled and forwarded to 
WSU and to the Institute Director. 

IIMC Region VII 

The 2011 IIMC Region VII meeting will be in Kansas with the location to be determined. 

Future Business Items: 

October  

Pre-Conference Session at 2011 Spring Conference (whether to schedule a Pre-Conference session). 

Hospitality Suite at 2011 Spring Conference (whether the hospitality suite is used enough at the Spring Conference 
to warrant the expense). 

March 

Funding for Institute Director to attend IIMC Conference 

Announcements: 

Kansas Historical Records Advisory Board 

Brenda Younger, Topeka, was appointed by the Governor for a 3-year term from May 5, 2010 to June 30, 2013. 

IIMC Board of Directors Region VII (KS-IL-MO) 

Jerry’s 3-year term will expire May 2011.  Our next appointment to the Board of Directors will be in May 2012. 

Correction 

IIMC erroneously reported the dates of the Institute/Academy.  They will be correcting this information. 

CCMFOA Board of Directors 

We are currently recruiting for the next appointments. 

LKM Clerk’s Manual 

The manual will be updated in the summer of 2010. 

A motion was made by Kerry Benson seconded by Cheri Peine to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kerry Benson         

CCMFOA Vice President/Secretary 

CCMFOA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES  
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         New CMC 

 

Doris Wing, CMC, City Clerk for the City of Hays was awarded the designation 
of Certified Municipal Clerk by IIMC. 

Congratulations Doris! 

 

    

     Retirements 

Betty Martine, CMC  

Deputy City Clerk,  

Bel Aire 

Retired January 28, 2011 

                                                                          Condolences 

Our condolences to the families  of the following clerks who have passed away: 

 

Elizabeth “Liz” Kern,  City Clerk for the City of Wamego passed away December 16, 
2010.   

 

Rita Moore, retired City Clerk for Edgerton passed away December 10, 2010.   

A Prayer for City Clerk Rita Moore 

by Scott Bird  

Her battles fought, and words recorded, we ask for sweet release.   

In humble thought, a life afforded, may she rest within Your peace.    

 

                                                          Region 2 News 
 

The Region 2 Clerks met on December 3, 2010, at the Community Room in the Meade 
Library.  Present were Janice McVey and Carolyn Swank from Kismet, Tiffany Neel, 
Meade; Belinda Thornburg, Fowler; Linda & Risa DeVaney from Syracuse; Dean Cordes & 
Jeanne & Vonda, from Meade; Cindy Broeckelman, Lakin.  Discussed were billing prac-
tices, delinquent notices, door hangs, and collecting methods. 

 

After a delicious Stew and Chili buffet, we hopped on the Meade County trolley and went to the Dalton 
Gang Hideout for a tour of the museum. 

 

I also know a couple of Region 2 Clerks, (the names will not be concealed to protect the innocent) Tiffany 
and Belinda, that are very glad to have year THREE and the Capstone Course behind them!!  

ACHIEVEMENTS, RETIREMENTS, CONDOLENCES & REGION NEWS 
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CCMFOA OF KANSAS 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2010 

              

Beginning Checking Balance   October 24, 2010   $42,452.54   

 Deposits             

11/01/2010     Petty Cash  100.00    

11/01/2010     Fall Conference - Basket  Raffle                                     347.00   

11/01/2010     Fall Conference - Hospitality donations                            41.00   

11/19/2010     Redemption of CD (2009-2010)                                 24,586.60   

12/03/2010     Membership Dues 2010          275.00   

12/03/2010     Membership Dues 2011          350.00   

12/13/2010     Membership Dues 2010            50.00   

12/13/2010     Membership Dues 2011          725.00   

12/20/2010     Membership Dues 2011          525.00   

Total Income               $ 26,999.60   

 Check No             

1586     WSU - Scholarships (Academy/Institute)                     3,830.00   

1587     Marian Cook - Presidents Expense                                 101.40   

1588     LKM -Booth Rental                                          700.00    

CD     Certificate of Deposit - (2010-2011)                            39,586.60   

Total Expenses          $ 44,218.00 
  

              

Ending Checking Balance - December 31, 2010   $ 25,234.14 
 

              

Dorothy Soderbolm Memorial $350.00 included in checking       

Balance in Checking          $25,234.14 
  

Central National Bank CD @ 1.50%/1.51% - matures 11-19-11    $39,635.41 
  

Total funds as of December 31, 2010      $64,869.55 
  

              

Interest Earned on CD 6844997 - 1/1/2010 - 11/19/2010 (Redeemed)  $336.13   

Interest Earned on CD  6991640 - 11/19/2010 - 12/31/2010    $  48.81   



 

 

VOLUNTEER FOR CCMFOA COMMITTEE POSITIONS  
Following is the list of CCMFOA Committees and a description of what the Committee 
does.  Please consider serving on a CCMFOA Committee for the 2011-2012 year.  We 
need you! 
 
Education/Program Planning Committee – chaired by the CCMFOA Vice-
President, this committee’s membership includes three members of the Board of Directors, and five members-at-
large.  This committee meets in March, June and November of each year in Wichita to plan the education programs 
for CCMFOA—Pre-Conference, Spring Conference, Institute, Academy and hosting of IIMC Region VII Meetings.  The 
Institute Director is an ex-officio member. 
 

Education/Certification Committee – chaired by the CCMFOA Vice-President, this committee’s member-ship in-
cludes three members of the Board of Directors and five members-at-large who are CMCs or MMCs.   This committee 
assists fellow clerks to answer questions regarding the Certification or MMC application/ 

process during a scheduled session at the spring conference.  The Chair also sends letters of congratulations to new 
MMCs and letters of congratulation to new CMCs, including recognition of the governing bodies and city administra-
tors for supporting the education programs of CCMFOA and for their continued support of continuing education. 

 

Hospitality Committee – this committee is responsible for providing entertainment, beverages, and/or food for 
social hours and/or receptions unless these items are to be provided as part of a program activity.  The committee 
oversees the manning of the hospitality room when it is open during Spring Conference, and Certification Institute/
Academy.  
 

Legislative Committee – this committee is responsible for monitoring state and federal legislation that affects Mu-
nicipal Clerks and Finance Officers and to propose legislation and/or coordinate efforts for or against such legislation 
consistent with the legislative goals and policies of the League of Kansas Municipalities, IIMC and CCMFOA.  
 

Manual & By-laws Committee – this committee is responsible for reviewing the Association’s by-laws and hand-
book, submitting recommendations to the Board of Directors, and publishing changes.  
 

Membership/Mentoring/Regional Committee – chaired by the CCMFOA Treasurer, this committee’s membership 
includes one or two representatives from each region.  This committee encourages CCMFOA membership and in-
volvement.  The re-gional committee members also coordinate gatherings to bring City Clerks and Municipal Finance 
Officers together on a regional basis for local networking and sharing of information. 

 

Newsletter/Publicity Committee – this committee is responsible for coordinating and publishing the Association’s 
quarterly newsletter--WINGS. 

 

Nominating Committee – this committee is comprised of two past presidents and a member-at-large. The com-
mittee is responsible for selecting a slate of officers and directors from the Association membership for election dur-
ing the annual spring conference.  
 

Silent Auction/Promotional Sales Committee – this committee is responsible for coordinating the annual Silent 
Auction in conjunction with CCMFOA’s booth at the League of Kansas Municipalities annual conference and oversees 
the sale of CCMFOA promotional items. 

Historian/Archive Committee - this committee is responsible for reviewing and maintaining all documents of the 
Association for records retention and historical preservation.    
 
If you are interested in serving on any of the CCMFOA committees please fill out the following application form and 
return it to Kerry Benson, City Clerk, City of Clay Center, P O Box 117, Clay Center, KS  67432.  You can also email 
to cityclerk@claycenterks.com or fax to 785-632-3943.  

CCMFOA COMMITTEE POSITIONS  
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APPLICATION TO SERVE ON A CCMFOA COMMITTEE 2011/2012 

 

Get involved in CCMFOA   Develop your leadership/interpersonal skills. 

You also earn Professional/Social Contribution points toward your certification. 

 

Name: ________________________________________________  
 

Title: ________________________________________________  
 

Address: ________________________________________________  
 

Phone No. _____________________  Fax No. __________________  
 

Cell No. _______________________ E-mail ___________________  
 

Please pick three in order of preference 1-3.  

__Education/Program Planning Committee  

__Education/Certification Committee  

__Hospitality Committee  

__Legislative Committee  

__Manual & By-laws Committee 

__Membership/Mentoring/Regional Committee  

__Newsletter/Publicity Committee  

__Nominating Committee  

__Silent Auction/Promotional Sales Committee  

__Historian/Archive Committee  
 

(Please check all that apply)  

__New Clerk  __ Seeking CMC  __ CMC  __ Seeking MMC  __ MMC  
Certification Institute 2010:  __ Year 1 __ Year 2 __ Year 3 ___Year 4 

How many years of service in city government?  _________  

City Classification:  __ City of 1st class; __ City of 2nd class; __ City of 3rd class  
 

 

Return to Kerry Benson, City Clerk, City of Clay Center, P O Box 117, Clay Center, KS  67432.  You can 
also  email to cityclerk@claycenterks.com or fax to 785-632-3943.  

CCMFOA COMMITTEE POSITIONS  
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IIMC NEWS 
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65th IIMC Annual Conference - May 8 - May 12, 2011 

Nashville, Tennessee 

CCMFOA NEWS 
61st  CCMFOA Annual Spring Conference - March 16 - 18, 2011 

Wichita, Kansas 



 

 

 
 

  

 

Our Mission Statement 

“Promoting Responsive and Responsible Government” 

In order to promote responsive and responsible gov-

ernment, the City Clerks and Municipal Finance Offi-

cers Association of Kansas provides a comprehensive 

support network of professional development re-

sources and education opportunities for the benefit of 

its members and the communities they serve; encour-

aging competency, integrity, efficiency and account-

ability in the delivery of local government services. 

We’re on the Web! 

Www.ccmfoa.org  Check 

out the websites new 
look! 

CCMFOA Wings Newsletter 

David Bryant, Editor 

C/O: City of Lenexa 

P.O. Box 14888 

Lenexa, KS  66285-4888 
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