
PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Greetings! 

Wow….August already!  I would guess that many of you are up to your chin 
with budget numbers while trying to get your daily tasks completed.  If not, 
I would guess that the rest of you are still up to your chin with the daily 
tasks.  I believe that is what is called job security!  This is the first time I 
have tackled the budget on my own and what an experience it has been.  It 
has definitely reinforced the value of “teamwork” and reaffirmed my appre-
ciation for the people we work with and for.  If you haven’t taken the time to 
thank your co-workers for their time, efforts and hard work, now is as good 
as time as any.   

Many things have happened since we’ve last talked.  There was a small 
group from Kansas that was able to attend the IIMC Conference in Nashville.  
It was a good conference with some really great speakers.  The conference 
format is very similar to our Spring Conference….a little something for eve-
ryone.  The Opryland Hotel was a little city in itself, employing approxi-
mately 2,000 individuals with a total of 2,881 guest rooms, little shops, res-
taurants and even a little river that you could take a boat ride on.  Needless 
to say it was easy to get lost, even on the last day there!   

Bobby Busch of Neodesha and Helen Krehbiel of Luray were able to attend 
the IIMC Conference with the help of scholarships.  Bobby received his from 
CCMFOA and Helen received hers from IIMC.  Scholarships are worth apply-
ing for as I believe both of them had a great experience, brought back some 
valuable information (and even had some fun too!).  The scholarships are 
easy to apply for so no more hesitating, make the effort and you won’t be 
sorry. 

An amendment to IIMC’s Constitution was presented at the Annual Business 
Meeting on Thursday, May 12, 2011.  The Amendments were passed by two 
thirds of the members present.  The proposed amendments are intended to: 

• Change the status of the Ethical Standards Committee (ESC) to an ad 
hoc Committee from a Standing Committee; 

• Revise the length of terms for appointees, and; 
• Clarify and enhance the appointee selection criteria of the Committee 

and its reporting requirements especially the relationship and interac-
tion with the IIMC Board. 
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The board had their annual summer meeting on Thursday, June 23 in Lindsborg.  This was held the day 
before IIMC Region VII meeting.  Some of the highlights from the board meeting include: 

 

CCMFOA Retirees Ambassadors 

Marietta Lucas and other retirees would like to organize a Retirees Ambassadors Group.  Their purpose 
would be to encourage and support participation in CCMFOA.  They have proposed criteria for the group 
and presented it to the board.  Bobby Busch will be following up with Marietta to fine tune the details.  If 
you know of a retired clerk who might be interested, please have them get in touch with me.  This would 
be a great opportunity as these clerks have a wealth of knowledge and have “been there, done that”. 

 

Region VII Meeting 

Region VII, Kansas, Missouri and Illinois Clerks held their meeting on June 24 & 25 in Lindsborg.  This 
was an Athenian Dialogue meeting with Mary Lynne Stratta facilitating.  The book that was read and dis-
cussed was “Where Men Win Glory”.  Jerry Lovett-Sperling was a most accommodating and gracious 
hostess for both meetings.  Thank you, Jerry for all your hard work! 

 

Disaster Aide 

Kristine Polian of Valley Center inquired about a possible committee that would help coordinate assis-
tance to other clerk’s during a disaster recovery.   The board would like to do a little more research, talk 
with clerks who have been through a disaster and what it is that they found helpful and needed during 
the recovery/rebuilding stage. 

 

Region VII Director Position  

There will be an opening for Region VII director position in May of 2012 for a period of three years.  This 
is what The CCMFOA handbook states regarding the open position: 

When it is the Kansas Association’s turn to select one of our members, our selection must be made at the 
Association’s November business meeting at the Certification/Advanced Academy Institute. At that meet-
ing, the Executive Committee will receive nominations for the position, and the Association members pre-
sent will select a person to serve. Members who are interested in serving as a director should submit 
their interest in writing to the Association’s president prior to the November meeting. 

If you should have any interest in this position, please contact me as soon as possible at 785-632-5454 
or cityclerk@claycenterks.com.  This is an excellent way to represent our region and CCMFOA. 

By now, you should have received an updated City Clerk’s Manual from the League of Kansas Municipali-
ties.  If you have not received your copy, contact the LKM as this is an excellent resource that can an-
swer many of your questions. 
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CCMFOA will once again be conducting a Silent Auction at the annual League of Kansas Municipalities 
meeting in Wichita, October 8-10.  Erica Jones is once again in charge of the auction and is looking for 
donations.  The monies collected from the auction goes toward scholarships so please…..donate!! 

 

The Institute and Fall Academy will be held in Wichita at the Marriott.  Be sure to mark your calendars for 
November 7-11 for the Institute and November 10-11 for the Academy.  The Education Committee, along 
with Gayle Martin has been working hard to put together what should be excellent sessions.  Be looking 
for more information on the listserv and also on the CCMFOA website.  Looking forward to seeing every-
one there! 

 

As always, if you have any thoughts, comments, suggestions on ways to improve various programs, etc., 
please feel free to contact me or any board member.  Enjoy the rest of your summer! 

 

Kerry Rozman 

CCMFOA President 

 

Mildred Vance City Clerk/ Municipal Finance Officer of the Year 
 

Hello, fellow CCMFOA members!  It is that time of the year to begin thinking about the “Mildred Vance City Clerk/ 
Municipal Finance Officer of the Year” award.  The information and application for this prestigious annual award is on 
the CCMFOA website at www.ccmfoa.org.  Click on “Handbook” on the left side of the web page.  Go to pages 31-34 
for the criterion and the application.  The nomination form should be completed and mailed to me for receipt no 
later than January 1st, 2012.  We were honored last year with the selection of Jerry Lovett-Sperling, MMC, City 
Clerk of Lindsborg, who will be assisting the committee members of the Missouri Clerks/Finance Officers Association 
President, the Illinois Clerks Association President, and a League of Kansas Municipalities representative.  The nomi-
nations may be submitted by a fellow city clerk or finance officer, council member, city manager/administrator, or a 
fellow employee.  Please take a few minutes and read over the information and then send in your nomination.  
Please ensure you include as much information as possible in each category as these points are vital in the final com-
putation of judging standards.  The Missouri and Illinois presidents, as well as the LKM representative, are not al-
ways familiar with the nominee.  Therefore, it is very important to write in as much as is possibly known about your 
nominee’s involvement in doing his/her job and the dates of committees he/she served on.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact me at 913.583.1182 x 110 or by email at lmcpherson@desotoks.us    

 

Lana McPherson, MMC  

Chair of the Award Committee 
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Gayle Martin,  CCMFOA of Kansas Education Director    

Hugo Wall School of Urban and Public Affairs 

Wichita State University 

 

Institute directors’ recommendations head to IIMC 

Thank you for your support of my attendance at the IIMC Annual Conference in Nashville, Tenn. I was 
among 23 Municipal Clerk Institute Directors (IDs) at the May 8 ID Colloquium and the May 10 ID Meet-
ing.  IIMC Executive Director Chris Shalby and the IIMC Education Department staff members attended a 
portion of the May 10 meeting.  

 

At the request of Executive Director Shalby, the IDs who attended the Nashville meetings are in the proc-
ess of developing a list of education-related action items for review by the IIMC Program Review and 
Certification Committee and/or the IIMC Board of Directors.   Shalby also shared that IIMC is in the proc-
ess of reopening the search for an education director. 

 

The Nashville meeting allowed me to sample educational sessions and topics for possible use in our state 
programs, spend time with the delegation of Kansas municipal clerks, and network with institute direc-
tors from across the country and Canada. 

 

I thank you sincerely for your support and look forward to our 2011 and 2012 education programs. 

Gayle Martin, CCMFOA of KS Education Director 

KS/IIMC Institute and Academy set in November 

 

A session on new economic development tools including Rural Opportunity Zones is among the offerings 
on the tentative schedule for the 2011 Kansas/IIMC Master Municipal Clerks Academy Nov. 10 and 11 at 
the Wichita Marriott Hotel.   Other Academy topics include ethics, the logistics of grant writing and fed-
eral health care reform as it applies to employers such as municipalities. 

 

The CCMFOA Municipal Clerks Certification Institute is Nov. 7 to 11, also at the Wichita Marriott Hotel.  
The institute will feature classes for students in Year 1 through Year 3 on Monday through Friday. Year 4 
students attend one day of classes on Wednesday and then join the Academy on Thursday and Friday. 

The traditional graduation ceremony is Thursday evening. 

 

Watch your mail and the list serv for the Institute/Academy brochure for early registration details and 
hotel booking deadlines. 

 
For more information, contact Gayle Martin, CCMFOA Education Director, Hugo Wall School of Urban and 
Public Affairs, Wichita State University, (316) 978-6541, gayle.martin@wichita.edu. 

 

DIRECTORS REPORT 
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IIMC CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY! 

Applications for the 2012 IIMC Conference Scholarship will be accepted from August 1 until September 30, 2011.  
Please send your applications to the following committee members: 

Bobby Busch, Neodesha – Chair , bbusch@ci.neodesha.ks.us 

620-325-2828 

bbusch@ci.neodesha.ks.us 

Debbie Giskie, Liberal 

620-626-2206 

debbiegiskie@cityofliberal.com 

Martha Sumrall, Mission 

913-676-8355 

msummrall@missionks.org 

The policy can be found on the CCMFOA website and is provided below: 

POLICY FOR AWARD OF THE IIMC CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIPS ELIGIBILITY 

The nominee must be a member of the state Association and a member of IIMC in order to be eligible for the IIMC 
Conference scholarship. Individuals are only eligible to receive this scholarship one time. 

AMOUNT OF SCHOLARSHIPS 

The scholarships will pay for registration (but not for optional activities like Academy seminars, Athenian Dia-
logue or MCEP Walk/Run), airfare or mileage (depending upon the cheaper mode of transportation), hotel, meals 
and transfers to and from the airport, up to $2,000. Costs incurred by the recipient’s employer will be reimbursed to 
the employer before costs are reimbursed to the recipient. The total cost of related reimbursable expenses shall not 
exceed $2,000. Any questions regarding reimbursable expenses will be addressed by the CCMFOA 

Executive Committee. 

NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIPS TO BE AWARDED 

Two individuals will be selected to receive scholarships to attend the IIMC Conference. The Association will provide 
only two scholarships for the IIMC Conference, not including the President. The years Kansas has an IIMC Region VII 
Director, only one scholarship will be provided if the Region VII Director’s city will not pay his/her expenses. The As-
sociation will fund a maximum of three attendees per year, the President of the Association and two others. 

The recipient winners will be announced at the November business meeting. 

SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA 

The committee will review each application and select a scholarship recipient based on the following judging stan-
dards: 

· Why the applicant wishes to attend the conference 

· Financial need 

· Activities within the state and national organizations that are deserving of the scholarship 

HOW TO APPLY 

The applicant will submit a letter on city letterhead to the chairperson of the IIMC Conference 

Scholarship Committee prior to September 30th  of the year prior to the conference. 

Bobby Busch, Neodesha  
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Scholarships available from 

CCMFOA of Kansas 

 

Certification Institute Scholarship – The amount of the scholarship will be the registration fee for the Institute.  
Eight scholarships will be awarded, with one going to each region on a first come, first serve basis. If an application 
is not received from each region, the remaining scholarship(s) will be awarded at-large on a first come, first serve 
basis. There will be no restriction on the size of the city seeking a scholarship however priority will be given to cities 
of the second and third class. The applicant must be a current member of the Association, hold the title of City Clerk, 
Assistant City Clerk or Deputy Clerk. They must commit to complete the 4-year certification program. They must 
submit a written statement giving reasons for attending and what it will mean to work toward Certification. A letter 
of support must be submitted for the City Administrator or Mayor/Council supporting the application and educational 
commitment. A person may receive only one institute scholarship, and only one scholarship may be awarded to any 
city per year.  

 

Letters of application will be accepted August 1, 2011, through September 30, 2011.  Letters must be re-
ceived via first class mail (postmarked no earlier than August 1); faxes and e-mail will NOT be accepted.  

 

Send letters to:  Bobby Busch, CCMFOA Treasurer, City of Neodesha, P O Box 336, Neodesha KS  66757. 

 

Master Academy Scholarship – One scholarship will be awarded to cover the registration fee for the Academy. The 
scholarship will be awarded on a first come, first serve basis with no restriction on the size of the city. A person may 
receive only one scholarship to the academy. The applicant must be a current member of the Association, and hold 
the title of Certified Municipal Clerk. They must submit a written statement of why they would like to receive the 
scholarship and the reasons for attending.  

 

Letters of application will be accepted August 1, 2011, through September 30, 2011.  Letters must be re-
ceived via first class mail (postmarked no earlier than August 1); faxes and e-mail will NOT be accepted.  

 

Send letters to:  Bobby Busch, CCMFOA Treasurer, City of Neodesha, P O Box 336, Neodesha KS  66757. 

 

CCMFOA SILENT AUCTION    

 

 

 

The Silent Auction Committee is looking for items to include in the Susan P. Jacobs Memorial Silent Auction at the 
upcoming League of Kansas Municipalities Conference this October.  If you have items to donate, please contact Er-
ica Jones at 316.775.4510 or ejones@augustagov.org.  Please remember that all proceeds of the auction go to the 
education fund and this conference is an opportunity to have city management and governing body members donate 
to the cause.  This is also a good opportunity to communicate the benefits of CCMFOA to those same people so they 
will be supportive of their city clerk’s involvement in the organization.   If you plan on attending the conference and 
can volunteer some time to work a time slot at the booth, please call and let Erica know. 
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Bonita Nicewander, CMC - Ottawa Assistant City Clerk, May 31 after 16 years of service. 

Beth Becker, Leavenworth Deputy City Clerk, June 10 after 28 years of service. 

Donna Oleson, CMC - Eudora City Clerk, June 15 after 25 years of service. 

Coralie Bennett, CMC - Girard City Clerk, June 20 after 33 years of service. 

Cheryl Wright, CMC – Clearwater City Clerk, July 28 after 14 years of service. 

Pat Kasper, Potwin City Clerk, July 29 after 26 years of service. 

 

FAREWELL 

Tory Jost, CMC - St. Marys City Clerk, June 1 after 5 years of service and  heading to the private sector 

 

ANNIVERSARY 

Doris Wing, CMC - Hays City Clerk,  May 25 celebrates 45 years of service and still going strong. 

 

CONDOLENCES 

Staci Gibson, Montezuma City Clerk, on the loss of her daughter Natalie 

To the family of Mary Lampe, City Clerk, St. Francis who passed away August 16 

 

GET WELL WISHES 

Sher Klassen Neufeld, CMC  North Newton City Clerk 

 

CLERK ACHIEVEMENTS 
One clerk has earned the prestigious Certified Municipal Clerk (CMC) designation from the International Institute of 
Municipal Clerks (IIMC): 

Cecelia A. Conrad, CMC - Deputy City Clerk - City of Hoisington 

One clerk has earned the prestigious Master Municipal Clerk (MMC) designation from the International Institute of 
Municipal Clerks (IIMC): 

Sharon K. White, MMC - City Clerk - City of Alma.   

Congratulations Cecelia and Sharon! 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
To Kerry Thierolf, Clay Center who married Greg Rozman on Saturday April 30,  
2011 in the Evangelical Covenant Church.  Congratulations Kerry and Greg! 
 

 

RETIREMENTS 
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Region 7 News 

Anna Keena, City Clerk of Spring Hill hosted the region 7 clerks at the Sycamore Ridge Golf Course in 
Spring Hill on April 29. 2011.  After a wonderful clubhouse lunch, clerks were treated to a presentation, 
but no samples, by the Kansas Alcohol and Beverage Control.  Several agents were available during the 
presentation to meet the clerks in their assigned jurisdictions, hand out  helpful information concerning 
current alcohol laws and answer questions. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Region 7 group photo 

 
THANK YOU  
Dear CCMFOA Members, 

Thank you for awarding the 2011 IIMC Conference scholarship to me.  It was a great honor to be selected. 

I attended the IIMC National Conference in Nashville this Summer and was amazed at the quality of speakers and 
instructors.  In addition to MMC points I feel I gained a lot of information that has helped me not only in my career, 
but in my personal life as well. 

If you have never applied for this scholarship I would really encourage you to do so and take advantage of the learn-
ing opportunities and also make new friends from other states. 

Once again, thank you very much for awarding this scholarship to me for this fantastic experience. 

Sincerely, 

Bobby Busch 

P.S. – It’s very true that the people who attend these conferences go out of their way to hunt Kansas clerks down 
and get the latest Oz pin!!!!  ☺ 

 
This was my first year of going to any City Clerks Conferences.  I had a wonderful time at the CCMFOA annual con-
ference.  Learned a lot of things you would think a clerk of nine years would know.  There is no description that can 
possibly describe the IIMC Conference in Nashville, Tenn.  The presenters of all the classes I took were just awe-
some.  I brought a number of ideas back with me to make our city run more efficient.  If there is any one in Kansas 
that has been thinking about joining IIMC that has not, I certainly recommend you look closer at the value of this for 
the education for all City Clerks.  Thanks to CCMFOA and IIMC.    

Helen Krehbiel 

Clerk - City of Luray   

 

REGION NEWS  
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  IIMC Conference Pictures from Nashville, Tennessee  
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CCMFOA President Kerry Rozman with our state flag 

prior to the impressive opening ceremony of flags.  

The event actually requires a full afternoon of practice  

(L-R) Brenda Davis, Scott City; Bobby Busch, Neodesha; 

Lana McPherson, De Soto; and Gary Fees, Manhattan 

headed to the Grand Ole Opry for a night of 

entertainment. 

(L-R) David Bryant, Lenexa; Brenda Davis, Scott City; 

Kerry Rozman, Clay Center; Lana McPherson, De 

Soto; and Gary Fees, Manhattan  enjoying the 

evening sites of the Gaylord Opryland Hotel. 

“Hello Dolly.”  David Bryant, Lenexa getting a warm 

music city welcome during the conference opening 

reception at the Gaylord Opryland. 



  

IIMC Conference Pictures from Nashville, Tennessee  
(Continued from page 9) 
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“Hey, Hey Good Lookin.”  Lana McPherson, De Soto 

and Brenda Davis, Scott City visiting with a Grand Ole 

Opry regular of yesteryear. 

“Howdeeee!”  Cousin Minnie Pearl performer at the 

Grand Ole Opry. 

“Hee-Haw.”  David Bryant, Lenexa and Lana 

McPherson De Soto horsing around at the all 

conference event held at the Wild Horse Saloon in 

Downtown Nashville. 

 

“I don’t think were in Kansas anymore.”  Helen 
Krehbiel and her spouse from Luray enjoying  the all 
conference event.   



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

IIMC Conference Pictures from Nashville, Tennessee  
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Can I have this dance for the rest of my life...  Kerry 

and Greg Rozman enjoying a dance at the Wild Horse 

Saloon all conference event dedicated in honor of 

their recent wedding.  Kerry and Greg were also 

recognized at the Grand Ole Opry. 

“Hey Grandpa, what’s  for dinner?” (L-R front row) 

Lana McPherson, De Soto;  Bobby  Busch, Neodesha; 

Brenda Davis, Scott City; (back row L-R) Helen 

Krehbiel, Luray; Gayle Martin, KS Institute Director; 

David Bryant, Lenexa, Gary Fees, Manhattan and 

Jerry Lovett-Sperling, Lindsborg at the IIMC Region 7 

dinner held at the Jack Daniels restaurant. 

Lana “Liberace” McPherson, De Soto playing the 

piano in Music City. 

“A night on the red carpet.”  Part of the KS delegation 

at the conference banquet.   L-R , David  Bryant, 

Lenexa; Greg and Kerry Rozman, Clay Center;  Lana 

McPherson, De Soto; J erry Lovett-Sperling, Lindsborg 

and Bobby Busch, Neodesha. 



 

 

Our Mission Statement 

“Promoting Responsive and Responsible Government” 

In order to promote responsive and responsible gov-

ernment, the City Clerks and Municipal Finance Offi-

cers Association of Kansas provides a comprehensive 

support network of professional development re-

sources and education opportunities for the benefit of 

its members and the communities they serve; encour-

aging competency, integrity, efficiency and account-

ability in the delivery of local government services. 

We’re on the Web! 

Www.ccmfoa.org 

CCMFOA Wings Newsletter 

David Bryant, Editor 

C/O: City of Lenexa 

P.O. Box 14888 

Lenexa, KS  66285-4888 
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